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For our Lenten sermon series, we will study 24 

Hours That Changed the World.  Each Sunday we 

will experience Jesusõ final journey on earth.  We will 

walk with Jesus, sit beside him at the Last Supper.  

Pray with him in Gethsemane.  Follow him to the 

cross. Desert him. Deny him. On Easter Sunday we 

Experience the Resurrection.  

Starting February 18 th,  we will guide through 

the last 24 hours of Jesusõ life. The aim of the series is 

to help us better understand the events that occurred 

during the last 24 hours of Jesus life, see more clearly 

the theological significance of Christõs suffering and 

death, and reflect upon the meaning of these events 

for our own lives in a way you never have before.  

The study is based on a sermon series and book 

of the same name featuring Adam Hamilton,      

founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of 

the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. During the 

original series, the Church of the Resurrection       

dramatically increased the number of people            

attending worship.  

 Since the final 24 hours of Jesusõ life is so    

central to our faith, we will be making a special effort 

to invite people in the community to join us.  
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Due to the fact 
Ash Wednesday is on 
Valentineôs day we realize 
that some people will not 

be able to make the    
service.  Pastor John will 
be available to those that 

would like private      
communion and Ashes 

can stop by the church on 
Ash Wednesday from     
4:00 pm ï 6:00 pm.  

Making Sense of the Bible is a  six -week Class based on Adam Hamiltonõs honest,            

relevant and captivating book Making Sense of the Bible. Adam Hamilton is one of the 

countryõs leading pastors and Christian authors. This class will give you an opportunity 

to understand the nature of scripture and how to interpret it.  

The class, led by Pastor John , will meet in room Fireside room starting on February 

11 th .  The class will meet for 6 weeks ( taking March 4 th  off ).  

The first session will cover chapters 1 -7. Reading prior to Sundayõs discussion is         

essential, but not required.  Softcover Books are available for purchase for $11 or  you 

can buy the book online. Or you can ask us to order the book for you.  Please sign up 

for the class!  

https://www.amazon.com/Making-Sense-Bible-Rediscovering-Scripture/dp/006223496X


         

 

             Albert Lea United Methodist Church  

              Lead Team Recap Minutes January 23, 2018  
 

The Mission of Albert Lea United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Our 

Values in Order are Caring, Worship, Faith building, Kids, Youth and Growth in all areas 

 

Attending:  Matt G, Carolyn S., Judy K., Jim S., Pastor John, Dan S., Sue M. Absent:  Jared J., Don A., Betty F. 

 

Matt brought the meeting to order. 

 

SPRC reported they were busy handling the business of personnel. John reported that he has completed the last 

of his January  classes and would not need to be gone in January next year. 

 

Two fundraising requests were presented from Youth Leaders ï one for a ñ31ò party, Feb. 10, 2018 and one for 

ñstring artò March 22.  Carolyn moved, Dan seconded approval.  Motion carried. 

  

Finance ï With Jerry absent, Pastor John reported that the Year-end Report had just been completed, but not  

finalized and will be presented at the February meeting.  He reported that the general fund ended the year with 

cash available and all bills paid, including all apportionments paid.  He said the general fund revenue for        

December was ahead of the three-year average for December.  He said several members took advantage of     

giving early for 2018 for their personal tax purposes but none of that was reflected in the December/end of year 

giving.  To be cautious he said there would be no increase in general in the budget for 2018, which would be 

presented in March. Pastor John also reported that the Memorials Funds were also in good shape. 

 

Dan reported that they are still seeking quotes for the many building projects looming ahead for them, including 

tuckpointing, the roof repairs, heating system, etc.  Jim reported that the energy audit had been completed at no 

cost to the church because of some grants that the auditors had received.  The only issue is the need for a new 

water heater in the Fireside Room kitchen.  Pastor John reported that the person doing the Organ Voicing Project 

still has not completed phase 3. 

 

Matt asked for reactions of Lead Team members who had participated in the visit to Embrace Church in St. 

Croix Valley.  Members who attended mentioned things like the music, sanctuary differences, the welcome   

table, their narthex shape and size, etc.  HCI committees will be reviewing their reactions to the trip. 

 

Business completed, Pastor John closed the meeting at 8:35 with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Knudtson 

Lead Team secretary 

We closed 2017 In good financial shape.  All bills 
were paid including the Apportionments.  We owe 
no debt.  As you can see December was a good 
month. The total income for the year was above the 
income level for the past two year.  Thank you to 

those that faithfully give to mission of the church.  

Church council is starting to work on the 2018 
budget and we will share the budget  after the   

completion of the budget process.  

FINANCIAL FOR PERIOD ENDING  31-Dec-17  

GENERAL FUND -Cash Available   $57,494    

Total General Income for month   $45,406 

2017 Total General Income Year to Date   $343,190  

2016 Total General Income Year to Date   $320,986  

2015 Total General Income Year to Date   $322,788 

General Income 3 Year Average   $328,988  



February Birthdays  
Kenneth Hermanson  Feb 1  

Terry   Brink      Feb 2  

Kelsey  Davis     Feb 2  

Bridget Pestorious    Feb 3  

Tabitha Reed      Feb 5  

Vernon Teras      Feb 5  

Nola Teras       Feb 6  

Kelsey Durbahn     Feb 7  

Joanne Evans     Feb 8  

Thomas Knudtson    Feb 8  

Pam Hobson      Feb 10  

Peggy Talamantes    Feb 10  

Holly Bohlen      Feb 11  

Callen Hensche     Feb 12  

Katie Houg       Feb 12  

David Frame      Feb 13  

Sarah Barickman     Feb 14  

Darren Deboer      Feb 15  

Hoyt Ronald       Feb 17  

Hensche  Lucas      Feb 18  

Enstad Jean       Feb 19  

Turner Adean      Feb 19  

Esther Yoon       Feb 21  

Angela   Talamantes    Feb 22  

Ron  Adams       Feb 24  

Mary Ferleman      Feb 24  

Cole   Pestorious      Feb 25  

Kim   Stiernagle       Feb 27  

Mya  Zamora       Feb 27  

Daphane Leach      Feb 28  

Michelle Moore      Feb 28  

 

Anniver  saries  
Jerome & Karen Arett   Feb 1 

Burton & Joyce Halvorson  Feb 9 

Brad & Tammy Willis        Feb 15 

Dartball League  
2/5 Alden/ Home Game 

2/12 Ascension  

2/19 First A.L./ Home Game 

2/26 Glenville  

3/5 Mansfield / Home Game 

3/12 2018 League Banquet  



FYI  
There will be a conversation at Albert Lea United Methodist on Tues, February 20 th  at 7:00 pm   regarding 

the Commission On A Way Forward established by the UMC Council of Bishops regarding our                  

denomination's current impasse on human sexuality. As you know The United Methodist Church worldwide 
is looking at our current stance on full LGBTQ inclusion and how we can find common ground on the sub-

ject in our denomination.  

 

The information that I will share is information that Bishop Bruce Ough shared with the pastors in the     

annual conference. This will not be a place where we talk about what the Methodist church should or should 

not do about the issue.  Since a report will be released by the Council of Bishops this spring on the future, I 
wanted to share with you the UMC history on this subject, where we are currently and what will happen 

when the  Bishops release their report that will go to the General Conference of the United Methodist Church 

in St Louis in February 2019.  

 

For more information on the Commission please see the official website at   
http://www.umc.org/who -we-are/commission -on-a-way-forward  

A Big thank you to all the volunteers who rang 

Salvation Army Bells in December.  Sue &    

Gerald Lee, Don & Norieta Rippentrop, Ruth 

Vermedahl, JoAnn Sueser, Larry Alvey, Rose 

Hood, Sheri Broskoff, Denny & Lorene Olson, 

Jim Fulton, Carolyn Smith, and UMC youth 

group. During our time at Hy-Vee we collected  

$1811.71.   Thank you for participating in this 

local mission project.   

God Bless You 

Adean Turner 

On behalf of the Ecumenical Food 

Pantry, we would like to extend our 

sincere gratitude for your contribution 

of $ 213.50 on December 11, 2017.  It 

is through the generosity and support 

of donors like you that our food pan-

try is able to provide services that are 

vital to meeting the needs of those in 

our community.   

Our Sincere thanks,  

Ecmenical Food Pantry  

Thanks to youé 

Many familiesô worldôs a little brighter! 

Thnak you so much for your generous   donations to 

Be Jolly By Golly.  It was a hit! We served about 50 

kids and families.   

Have a blessed Holiday 

Stephanie & Carrie 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

I hope this letter finds you well.   

 

We returned to the Dominican Republic on December 

4 th  and have been busy ever since.   Just this weekend 

was the General Assembly for the IED church with 

whom we serve.   

 

Itõs been raining almost daily since our return so the 

temperature is a tiny bit cooler, which is always 

nice.   A guagua driver (public transportation) told me 

that with so much moisture in the ground, there wonõt 

be as many earth quakes.   I guess this is another way 

to look at things.   I hope heõs right.  

 

Together in mission,    

Ardell & Gordy  

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward



